
GIRLS' SCHOOLS OF

THE MIDLANDS—XVIII

q i erstone school .

v. Iff north i urrw

4 One
OYEESTONEj a line estate

which ties in Ihc heart of
England not far from

Northampton md le&* than
twenty-live miles away from the
iteai boy*' public school* yi
Eluyby. Stowe. thindle and
Uppl&ghnm was cliosen in t9£5
tp be- the first P.K.E-U. Gilts'
'UbEic SchooL Tbs method* of
uht Parent* National Ed lira-
tlonal Union had been evolvedn the eighteen eighties by Mlsa
.hartmte Mason, u pioneer edu-
^rionaUnT. who win Jar ahead
her time,

lirr henc( that every
cjula needs an abundance of
-ntiwleditc for the mind mid :haL
hat tnowied*? should he varied
EoucaUor, che wrote, ' i* an

* dlKipime a liXc
'

fna. In tth hn bonks about ioirh,
mp. l.mDkusi£Ed that cduca-
vino u "the science of human^ t®-*1 rt(, '^ c i must
aiW^jffl fa** h.bii'kun in |he cui--

2** rth'Liiods
®5™r w » mvelaUun to the stuffyand umrentiMial Victorian
^hcclrotnn* and In jew} theUnhm luelr wa* Tcmm-cl
fhd held It* find meeting. TheMr ** the currr*|Hindi?Oiic
•Cliool Vtm starlrd which con -

Dartm.
1m d**'

parent* uu im* country andaorjjd to Wudobr children at
<hd Vi UHtt MiH Weecn

5h|W.n*|' XtaiPi'mE ClHlrwr for

of the >st Refuges

of Huininism
’

By HOSEMA' ’'MEYNELL
*'

ul
4& &>

y unnciJinic niuwj-i

great believer intnkt ri cxiiSq s lUTLire daii fa** m^dn -
rrj f

vj itiaiurnnni^ a hcrseii was m t a '- ri ' ^"- ixi- tw bbb

or marred, in itR- v&F| ftsrSlrtit
®®rp

*?«&(£' musSr natiifir siurtv' and tiufurr note-
Our KtudrnER muuKS i^^SSi £*2®* TSK -hod," of every

to produce a. human beine at m, ^^oSStfndTara^d court* seisson are n- curded and
ueiil, mentally. inurnlly arid l

rj1 'lSil r01
j
ll

|
ii-...* rather in the manner of \VnneS

spiritual " she wime. and *?
Th"

SL
r
i^£?VfidWnfi^ SSSk?artW by all

student, of hen at Anibli'&jdi* wh r|jT lb
^.ru^and they tciELther with ‘‘ century lxiuls.&

remarked that she had rSm? KKrWorto
fttat iS S|c?iBS m(im at Lhc cun-

™,™ “ !>r
h ™,wi K'SSIffini' l , ?

L

U,« t»« mimVy" htffliy WNl U-r/f;

3rrEirr» "Ss* e«^c±5T5f,is
Jim " iinn jearn ro live, "

a-
aiv £aid Ctiarlotlf! Ma
"educated by olir own to Ismael
a proem imminent whjrl, mnave m*,emeu ttmrmeh?viimmv with thr- iLr; rj Victo
conception oi ertuenuon anri
Uuststrd that Horn the very bcj|idnu children ahouid be tan
ler.m bocks Of literary va“-

on-nUorHw and rrcwutinn latlonaiup uexwren \mr s«ujm

rn-rris in belnnc t^1 lt:ic p-nl n 1 cal itt'veEopmcnt amj
‘n( "» -' lather than ojher. CUi^mthlo i* alto d *th™\

up.;! 3£ tiiMiurmUrtrM lubjwt P-njlu.
tleht and airy, each with a tain thai Hmr> can be lound lor

ifrU ov^r the park Dntl S Hw "cxItbs'
1

hec.iut.n thj

th a define Llvii n*JHG rjf methotl ilfiflf ^uvev time, slier

ir and Intimate appeal to are no marts* Sivwj -

rjinw the achoolr of a cortgtrneuVj!
fSEE ^ Itu SnTrS

l

SS;»r-^ fuSm“UVcktm
r.L' SSSb. c«ri- worsBa-^ gta*
S“5K?- ^liar L

Ci»»l”V“wwabos Uv^
OT tpf J

rui rl- w^rjt h*jw »w k*

«MWfe 5‘St¥ea.!?Jtaaj

fl-

[n£i, a* ciiiiu.sci* Hit “Jft'j •'

*uu for the Um’ of knowiffiee

E70R their kl-^r at Ov
rt

Mur clrHvik

- — ~
3



C^L U» Jt
w «- ** * v**i stan-

j
andlto find an ednca-

.
--

. ped^itf
stan

-*r—wi#< . __ T PTA 11tl
^on for Jfthelr fhildren that is

l| s

r

npportr
f e

f Siven U their

(

A - jfe staii (Miss Mason’s
fy*~

methods were confined to
home schoolrooms: then, as
hei philosophical works on
education came to be morewidely known, schools were
tenr

l

hm qualified P.N.E.U
teachers. In a sense Charlotte

was a visionary, and lust

fhJn!t
n^ Nightingale taught

^p
t

m
nars

!f!g must be a vocation

I ini Af that tha tratn-

S'C ' ’?"« -s;
P.N.eT?

d
has

Pr
been . inception

P
h
4l?He^3

e

^SvfdSf
I
lor the ir,vf

n
5?n,

r
.
aEed

.
to Work

r n

of
r
the mhv

me °?e of the pivot?of the movement, which south' 1

always to Unite the interests aVr

Tim : frfMS and teacher/The building, a fine VictoriaRenaissance mansion, is ideal fna school, standing as it does in^ loveliest country in

pr?
ld an^* ^ was decided that

SV^»£5SSSH!^

Hit; i Loer c
.a ciirls are happily /marrle...

a " grandchildren ar/ already
ppearing in the schorfi. Since
M8, by arrangement with the
peal authority, two children
rom Northamptonshire secon-
dary schools come each year to
)verstone at the expense of the
uthority. This interesting in-

» 3» AtSTw"!
?here were only FHE fact that P.N.E.U. educa-

but j- tion is "such fun ” from a

- J fiOi rtanl
n public 1UV y, bi
d takes a prlc in th
the largest r iber cl

““““"TfcvailabVo £Wfl!f!*T

Aol has its owtl
/tiid current films!
/quently. A visit-

?
supplements the

$“ s talks which are a— * *

Very formas instruc-

tor the love of
ll

knnt?i
wortc

though the
&

curn>nfr
W edge and

'•“* >° <B StuffiSs

<%*'*& (f tion is "such fun" from a
had risen to over one^hundred

6
?? r'?

ild
"

s point of vlew led many
i

ne
£
er in tended that the t^ople to think that It was In-

?n h

H

s
J?
ould grow too big and reeled only for those who would

girls ?

f

e niQre than HO b ot have t0 earn their own living,
between the ages of eleven the school's academic recordand eighteen. The house, with Us lives the lie to this. All the girls

narrmiJ «
ry

’ ^autifui inlaid 1 1 for the General Certificate of

fpriS
Ue

j
floors

’ anci its view of the Education and the majority offer

Doni
aC
Q^/aru ens ' the swimming o ven subjects. Room is found

ESgUPSi,,the park and lakl sh the time-table for unusual
at their own th“atmos- ejlbi ects ; PMuie” Study',"

.
for10 or a private house an^t a t-i sample, is taught throughout~— ie school and each term a new

si i —
e]

ibjects;

feature
tion,

rec alliipi Overstone, the
thoughts of the Old Girls return
always to the beauty of the place,
and the special atmosphere of
the school. Miss PIumpire, who
succeeded Mrs, Esslemont and
Miss Wix in 1947 as head, has
been associated with the school
for many years, and It has lost
nothing of the originality that
was its hall-mark in the early
days. The strength of the school,
and Indeed of P.N.E.U, to-day,
lies In the widespread nature of
its membership and the respon-
siveness of each new generation
to Its methods. People send their

girls to Overstone because oil

personal recommendations or
because they are seeking a

chance for their daughters to

receive a really wide education

in a school that was once

described by an enthusiastic

supporter as " one of the last

refuges of humanism.’’-



ULUSTIAra^/p— fi.

jjpp:*r

Y

Learning with Mother

'

First char* ix m 1 a m. Barbara, thirteen, milks Fatty, the caw ‘

Timothy, *nvn, feeds Brownie, Karhani also make* butter and cheese

After taking early Kh. to hi* parents. Timothy makes breakfast at
7,34). All the Imis children went taught to cook bv their mother

PHOTOS BV JOHN ft. SlMHCmS,

MRS. EILEEN LEWIS HAS SIX CHILDREN

AND HAS EDUCATED THEM ALL HERSELF

AMlNJSTRY of Education representative called on Eilcfln Lewis,

wife of the rector of Taynton. near Gloucester, to inquire why
her children weft not attending school. She replied that she was

teaching them herself- The representative examined the children* and
reported that he was satisfied wilh (heir standard of education.

Eileen Lewis, who is in her early forties, has taught her sin children

for the past eleven years, using a carirapondence course of home
studies from I he Parents' Union School in Arnhlcsidc. W^tmadand.
The Lewis children wear brawn, sky-blue and white mufflers, with a
badge of a skylark and the motto: "I am. I can. I ought, \ will." They
art: enrolled members of the biggest school in Ihe world, whose pupils

receive lessons in places as diverse as Mauritius. Aden. Madagascar.
Cochin China and the Leeward Islands.

Many stale and private schools use the system in Britain, where it is

recognized by the Board of Education, and there are P.U.S. affiliated

schools in Australia. Pakistan, Portugal. South Africa, Kenya, Argen-

tina and in Washington, America, where an English teacher has

recently opened one for British children. Says Helena Haughion,

general secretary of the Parents’ National Educational Union, the con

trolling body :
" So long as there- is a parent or teacher to explain the

lessons, any child anywhere can bo enrolled,"

No training as a teacher

Eileen Lewis first thought of teaching her children at home when she

read Hon# Education, a book by Charlotte Mason, first published

in 1&51- She agreed with the author, who believed that a child learns

best where it k happiest—at home. But, as a housewife with no

previous training as a teacher, she did not think herself competent

enough to undertake the education of her children. Then she heard

of P.U.5 , ,
wilh ils regular terms, holidays, reports, timetables and

examinations. " The correspondence lessons made teaching extremely

simple, " she says.

The P-U.S- method k substantially ific same- as that advocated by

Charlotte Mason, who ahhorred "potted" forms, of learning, from

books on books. Instead, P.U.S* pupils go into the fields and woods

for nature study: they read l ravel books to learn geography, and

biographies to learn history.

One day recently Mrs. Lewis talked about the French painter. Millet,

while her only da lighter, Barbara, and her youngest son, Timothy,

framed those of his pictures lliey liked best. The arithmetic lesson was

Mother 9 schftol bcgliu at nine with art. The children are framing Millet repm-
ul lull- W tbetr room-.. Hjjfet : bums < the kitchen as Mrs. Lewi* prtpam lunch
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Chess is part of tht liomp education and dJ the Lewi* children were given
a set at the age of three. Timothy plays Barbara on a portable board

moved from the ^huulruum to the kitchen* so I ha l their mother could

prepare lunch at the same lime. Timothy leaml about weights anti

measures by weighing out ingredients, add Barbara entered up the

household account books.

When the hotpot was in the oven
,
the ” class " went to the village

chumh for a lesson in Commonwealth history, which they got from
being shown evidence o! CrumwelL'i vandal ism. By Lunchtime, at

one o'clock, lessons were finished for ihe day; work had begun
punctually at nine. "I don't insist on prep, as there isn't any need
for it," says Eileen Lewis.

Besides the " three Ks/' her children are taught to cook, trap

rabbits for the pot. grow their own flowers and vegetables, make butler

Tut cheese, produce htmey. knit, weave, sew and do their own re-

detomion and repairs lo the seven-bedroomed rectory.

The cosl-ElO a year
Though an entire education by P.U.S. methods can be completed
at home, the Lewis children transfer la the local grammar school at

thirteen; Robin, the eldest, has passed his Cieneral Education Certifi-

cate and is nrm reading mathematics for Cambridge, Hr represents

lus county at chess, and plays the piano, organ, clarinet, oboe and
flute, ah of which wen? taught him by hk mother.
A P-O.S. education costs about £10 a year, including die books far

each child. Bui the children are not the only ones to have benefited
from it Ell the Lewis household. Says their father: "Until my wifi-

started Ihe system 1 knew nothing about litem Cure, Bui 1 have nsiw

read must tti the classics/' CECILIE LESLIE HARTLEY

Family choir. From left : Rabin, seventeen
;
Timothy

. Barbara
;
Mrs.

Lewis
;

Peter, nine ; Hullip, twelve ; Henry, fourteen
; live Rev. £. LcwB

Extra subject running repair*. Peter fits a new pane into the grtSruboitSC

roof. He arid his brother, Phillip, grow ad the wegetaWea for the family

Henry teaches Barbu ra to weave. Mrs. Lewis ha* cut and tailored

suits fur her husband and sons nut of tweed Htury has made on his loom
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THE P.N.E.U. METHOD OF READING

AND NARRATION

MANY COMPLAINTS are YOie&d about the

'modern child’. We $ay that his ability to

express himself in his own language is extremely

limited, that he rarely Listens properly to the

simplest instructions—that he appears, in fact, to have

lost the ability to concentrate.

Now there's no good blaming all this on television

or comics. Children have to be trained to approach their

work intelligently, and It’s up to us to train them. If

such training docs not begin in the most junior classes,

the task of instilling it into older pupils is both formidable

for the teacher and hard for the taught. From the age

of six onwards children can be trained systematically

not only to listen, but to repeat lucidly what they have

heard, and so gradually take part in sensible discussion

on the subject studied.

It was Charlotte Mason who, during the latter part

of the last century, first realised the importance of oral

training for young children. But she went further. She

embodied her ideals in a definite method; one that today

is known as the P.N.E.U, method. The letters stand for

Parents National Educational Union, because Charlotte

Mason's original planning was for use in the Home
Schoolroom, and today many parents throughout the

world still rely on this way of educating their cliildren.

Nevertheless, P.N.E.U. schools soon developed,
schools in which all the ideals of Charlotte Mason were
put into practice. These, of course, cover every aspect
of child education, but there is one part which is par-

ticularly relevant here—that is the method of reading
and narration, which can be used by any teacher in any
school.

This method is really quite simple. Where very
small children are concerned, it will be the teacher who
does the reading. Before he or she does so, however,
there should be some recapitulation of the portion read
in a previous lesson, followed by a few introductory
remarks on the matter next to be read. These remarks
must direct the children's thoughts towards the subject,
without spoiling things for them by telling too much.

Supposing, for example, the chapter of Alice in
IVonderland about the tea-party were to be read. The
teacher would first ask the children what they remem-
bered about the Cheshire Cat, who is the central figure
of the preceding chapter. One child would then tell

what he knew and another child or two would supple-
ment where memory failed.

I his only takes a few minutes—just sufficient time
for the minds of Lhc class to be clearly focused on tire

matter in hand. Then the teacher can remind them that
it was the Cat who told Alice about the March Hare and
the Hatter, and that now she has decided to call at the
house at the March Hare, It could also be added that
oddly enough, Alice finds the Hatter at the Hare's
house too, and that another visitor is there as well.

This should be enough to prepare the class to listen
with interest and anticipation while the teacher reads
about half the chapter aloud. Then follows the narration.
Children love this, and as nobody knows who will be
asked to ‘tell back

1

first, all will have listened to the
reading with file greatest attention. The child chosen
stands up and repeat! the story dearly, in his own
words—though it will be noted that gradually more mid
mure vocabulary is assimilated from the books read.

II the first child 'sticks', the teacher may prompt
him or ask another to go on. After that, any details

which have been omitted from the main narration can
be filled in by other members of the class.

The same process is then followed for the second
half of the chapter, and the lesson can be concluded in

various wap, which will include some class discussion.

In this case they might recite and write down the more
usual version of 'Twinkle, twinkle/ or make up sen-

tences using 'lesson' and lessen'.

This method of reading and narration is of course

applicable to subjects other than English. It has been

found that in Scripture, History and Geography, through

such careful concentration during the reading, followed

by accurate re-expression, a real and lasting knowledge

is obtained which requires little or no revision at The

end of term.

As soon as possible the children do the reading

aloud themselves. This necessitates class copies instead

of one book for the master or mistress, Charlotte Mason

was ahead of her time in insisting on this, but nowadays

the advantages of such a use of books are widely

recognised.

For older children, too, a written account of the

matter read can occasionally be substituted for the oral

narration. Using good text books whose style is un-

consciously adopted, pupils soon learn the art of correct

and fluent reportage.

Children trained by this method of reading and

narration develop outstanding characteristics: first, the

ability to concentrate; second, to sift the subject matter

and recognise salient points; third, to read clearly ,,

speak with confidence and discuss intelligently; fourth,

to write plain straightforward English, Nothing but

good could come from an extensive use of this I ,.%-h.L.

method throughout the junior classes of every school.

FOK CONSULTATION
Charlotte Mason An Essay towards a Philosophy of

Education’, ’Home Education', ‘Home and hchooi

Education', , . , ... ,

A short synopsis of the matter contained in these

books, as well as many other books and any iriformatioii

required, may be obtained from: 1 he P.N.E.U. Office,

Murray House, Vandon Street, London, SiW-L


